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This policy brief details the growing momentum for greater representation of future generations
in decision-making and how a UN Envoy for Future Generations and representatives at national,
regional, and local levels could be established.
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A Need for Long-Term Environmental
Stewardship

In an era of escalating planetary crises and
governance fragmentation, the voices, rights, and
well-being of future generations are all too often
absent from the decisions shaping their world. As
the limits of our Earth systems are increasingly
breached, long-term environmental stewardship
remains subordinated to short-term political and
economic interests.¹ Establishing institutional
representatives for future generations, including a
UN Envoy for Future Generations, would serve as a
critical corrective — elevating intergenerational
justice within global governance and ensuring that
the long-term consequences of today’s choices are
meaningfully represented.

The Growing Momentum for Greater
Representation of Future Generations in
Decision-Making

Efforts to formally recognize and institutionalize
representation for future generations within
governance systems are receiving growing support.
In Our Common Agenda (2021),² the UN Secretary-
General proposed the creation of a Special Envoy for
Future Generations. Such an Envoy would be tasked
with advocating for the interests of those yet to be
born and strengthening the role of long-term thinking
and foresight in multilateral decision-making.
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representation for future generations within
governance systems are receiving growing support.
In Our Common Agenda (2021), the UN Secretary-
General proposed the creation of a Special Envoy for
Future Generations. Such an Envoy would be tasked
with advocating for the interests of those yet to be
born and strengthening the role of long-term
thinking and foresight in multilateral decision-
making. Among the envisioned responsibilities of
this position is the potential revitalization of the UN
Trusteeship Council to give voice to future
generations, a proposal that has gained traction as
part of broader discussions on reforming global
governance to meet the challenges of the
Anthropocene.³ This vision is reinforced by decades
of advocacy from organizations such as the World
Future Council, a co-sponsor of the Mobilising an
Earth Governance Alliance (MEGA), which has
championed the creation of future generations’
institutions across national and subnational levels.

These efforts have led to the establishment of a
growing number of formal roles — including the
Wales Future Generations Commissioner, the
Hungary Ombudsperson for Future Generations, the
Oxfordshire Future Generations Champion, the EU
Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness and
parliamentary committees in Finland and Lithuania —
designed to safeguard long-term interests and
promote sustainability across policy domains.⁴ These
entities work to embed intergenerational



equity into public decision-making, often serving as
connectors between sustainable development
frameworks and national legislative or
administrative processes. The 2015 Well-being of
Future Generations Act in Wales, for example,
explicitly links the mandate of the Commissioner to
the implementation of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. International collaboration has
also advanced, with Hungary’s 2014 Roundtable of
Institutions for a Sustainable Future evolving into
the 2023 Network of Institutions and Leaders for
Future Generations.⁵ More recently, the 2024 UN
Civil Society Conference in Nairobi saw the launch of
two impact coalitions — including the Earth
Governance ImPACT Coalition, hosted by MEGA —
which explicitly support the establishment of such a
UN Envoy.⁶ This was followed by the 2024 Summit
of the Future and the Declaration on Future
Generations. These advances are helping to
institutionalize long-term accountability and align
decision-making with the needs of both current and
future generations.

Next Steps: Sustaining and Building
Momentum Across Levels

Looking ahead, the Climate Governance Commission
(CGC) and MEGA will continue to work in close
collaboration with UN Member States, institutional
champions, and civil society partners to support the
appointment and effective operationalization of the
UN Envoy for Future Generations. Current UN budget
cuts have put a damper on the momentum for a UN
Envoy that was generated through the 2024 Summit
of the Future and Declaration on Future Generations.
MEGA will help revive this momentum and
contribute to developing a mandate for the Envoy
that is robust, forward-looking, and grounded in
inclusive, intergenerational principles.

In addition, the CGC, MEGA, and partners will
support the development of complementary

representatives for future generations at national,
regional, and local levels. Through targeted
outreach to parliamentarians, regional legislators,
and city councillors — as well as strategic
coordination with advocacy networks and
governance innovators — MEGA will help foster a
multilevel architecture of intergenerational
governance. This work aims not only to reinforce
coherence across scales, but also to ensure that the
needs of future generations are meaningfully
reflected in decision-making across diverse
governance contexts.
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This policy work is an evolving and iterative
process. We are constantly adapting our
research, communications, and coalition-
building to the evolving international
landscape and the related challenges and
opportunities. Version: April 2026.
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Who We Are

The Climate Governance Commission (CGC) works to
fill a crucial gap in confronting the planetary
emergency of climate change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution by developing and advancing feasible,
high-impact global governance solutions to enable
urgent and effective action to limit global
temperature rise to 1.5°C or less, and to tackle
broader Earth system risks. Co-chaired by Mary
Robinson (former President of Ireland and Chair of
The Elders), Maria Fernanda Espinosa (73rd
President of the UN General Assembly), and Johan
Rockström (Director of the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research), the Commission brings
together climate scientists, former heads of state,
civil society leaders, and other experts to
operationalise solutions outlined in its flagship
report, Governing Our Planetary Emergency.
 
The World Federalist Movement - Institute for Global
Policy (WFM-IGP) seeks to create more effective,
equitable, and accountable global governance. It
does this by strengthening existing governance
mechanisms and establishing new ones.
 
Mobilizing an Earth Governance Alliance (MEGA) is
hosted by the CGC and the WFM-IGP and is a global
coalition working to address climate change and
environmental collapse by strengthening the
governance of the Earth system at the international
level. It draws from the seminal CGC report,
Governing our Planetary Emergency, and works with
the CGC and partners to bring together experts
across sectors to advance practical, evidence-based
reforms. MEGA identifies governance gaps, take
forward actionable reform proposals, and mobilizes
coalitions to concretely support and inform global
decision-making.
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