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A UN General Assembly Declaration of Unprecedented Earth System
Risks



This policy brief encourages the UN General Assembly to issue a declaration on the human-
induced “triple planetary crisis.” A resolution would focus attention on urgent climate change,
pollution, and biodiversity loss action, and galvanise momentum for the needed global response.
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limited. We are — in no uncertain terms — in a state
of planetary emergency.⁵

The Case for a UN General Assembly
Declaration

The current international system remains highly
fragmented and lacks the ambition and urgency
needed to address the interconnected ecological
crises and social and economic challenges facing
the planet. A focused declaration by the UN General
Assembly that acknowledges these novel Earth
system risks and their profound consequences
could strengthen the multilateral response and
catalyze faster and more effective international and
multi-level action.

Recognizing the latest science, a declaration could
have a strong human and social dimension,
highlighting the economic, social, and health
implications of our current policy trajectory,
disproportionately affecting the vulnerable.⁶ It
could be grounded in human rights and protection
of our Earth system, for the benefit of all people.⁷

Moving beyond symbolism, a declaration could
suggest concrete steps to be taken, e.g.,
highlighting the need to “de-fragment” the
multilateral system and activate coordinated action
at the international level — and at all levels of
governance — to address the triple planetary crisis.
This could include supporting the convening of a
planetary “Emergency Platform” (see separate 

The Scientific Basis for a Declaration of
Unprecedented Risks to the Earth System

The world is experiencing a “triple planetary crisis”
of climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss,
resulting in the entire Earth system — humanity’s
“safe operating space” — experiencing unpreceden-
ted levels of catastrophic risk.¹ We have already
crossed seven of the nine Planetary Boundaries, the
physical and ecological limits beyond which the
Earth’s ecosystem may no longer be able to self-
regulate and ensure planetary health and stability.²
This puts us at risk of triggering potentially
irreversible Earth system tipping points that would
further destabilize ecosystems, affecting economies
and populations worldwide, including future
generations.³ Meanwhile, our window of opportunity
for preventing catastrophic outcomes and securing
a “safe landing” for humanity is rapidly closing. The
remaining global carbon budget that we must stay
within to stabilize the global mean surface
temperature at 1.5°C by the end of the century is
extremely limited and shrinking due to persistently
high global emissions. Recent science suggests we
may have as little as two years left of our global
carbon budget: holding global warming at 1.5°C
requires rapid and transformational global action.⁴

In short, we are facing an uprecedented set of risks
to human and planetary health and social, economic
and ecological stability. An emergency arises when
risks (measured as impact times probability)
become unacceptably high and the time for action is
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policy brief: An International Earth System Crisis
Response Mechanism), building on the proposal
from the UN Secretary-General. Such a platform
would not require the expansion of UN powers or
the creation of a new body, but would rather be a
coordination mechanism amongst existing entities.⁸

Such a pragmatically-focused declaration could also
recommend a “floor” for action and the
development of an Earth system crisis response
plan.⁹ Such a plan could identify current targets
under existing multilateral environmental
agreements, e.g., the Paris Agreement, the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and the
Sustainable Development Goals, and draw together
key initiatives, action agendas, and policies across
the international system for urgent solution
development and diffusion.¹⁰

Next Steps: Advancing a Declaration of
Unprecedented Risks to the Earth System

The Climate Governance Commission (CGC), in
partnership with the Mobilising an Earth Governance
Alliance (MEGA), is engaging interested
governments and other key stakeholders to explore
the strategic value and feasibility of a resolution at
the UN General Assembly on unprecedented Earth
system risk. If such a proposal proves advantageous
and viable, the CGC and MEGA will support the
development of a “smart coalition” led by a diverse
group of champion states and global civil society to
push work forward. The drafting of any such
declaration would involve broad consultation with
diverse governments, in particular the most climate-
vulnerable states, to ensure it is led and supported
by those experiencing the worst impacts of climate
and Earth system changes. This iterative process
will ensure such a resolution is ambitious, equitable,
and impact-focused.
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Who We Are

The Climate Governance Commission (CGC) works to
fill a crucial gap in confronting the planetary
emergency of climate change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution by developing and advancing feasible,
high-impact global governance solutions to enable
urgent and effective action to limit global
temperature rise to 1.5°C or less, and to tackle
broader Earth system risks. Co-chaired by Mary
Robinson (former President of Ireland and Chair of
The Elders), Maria Fernanda Espinosa (73rd
President of the UN General Assembly), and Johan
Rockström (Director of the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research), the Commission brings
together climate scientists, former heads of state,
civil society leaders, and other experts to
operationalise solutions outlined in its flagship
report, Governing Our Planetary Emergency.
 
The World Federalist Movement - Institute for Global
Policy (WFM-IGP) seeks to create more effective,
equitable, and accountable global governance. It
does this by strengthening existing governance
mechanisms and establishing new ones.
 
Mobilizing an Earth Governance Alliance (MEGA) is
hosted by the CGC and the WFM-IGP and is a global
coalition working to address climate change and
environmental collapse by strengthening the
governance of the Earth system at the international
level. It draws from the seminal CGC report,
Governing our Planetary Emergency, and works with
the CGC and partners to bring together experts
across sectors to advance practical, evidence-based
reforms. MEGA identifies governance gaps, take
forward actionable reform proposals, and mobilizes
coalitions to concretely support and inform global
decision-making.

https://www.climategc.org/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/governing-our-planetary-emergency/
https://wfm-igp.org/
https://wfm-igp.org/
https://earthgovernance.org/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/governing-our-planetary-emergency/
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This policy work is an evolving and iterative
process. We are constantly adapting our
research, communications, and coalition-
building to the evolving international
landscape and the related challenges and
opportunities. Version: April 2026.
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